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O utcomes for youth who aged out of the  foster care system was the 

topic of an April 7, NY Times article.  A study jointly conducted by the 
Chapin Hall center at the University of Chicago and the Partners for Our Children 
program at the University of Washington studied the outcomes for 602 foster 
youth and contrasted them with peers who had not been in foster care.   

While the total number of children in care is decreasing (a very welcome statis-
tic), the number of youth who age out is increasing.  Many teens in the foster 
ŎŀǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀƭ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǳƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻǊ 
ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜŜƴǎΣ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ Ƴŀȅ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ƻƴ 
the permanent connections they make while in some form of permanent foster 
ŎŀǊŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ άŀƎŜ ƻǳǘέ ƻŦ ŀ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ŎƻƴŦƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
dictatorial when viewed through the lens of an abused, abandoned or troubled 
teen.   

In the US, the average age at which a child becomes financially independent is 
26.  Aging out of foster care, these are 18 year olds or, in some instances and 
some states, 21 year olds; some may have criminal convictions, substance abuse 
histories, mental health issues and/or be caring for a child of their own.  Statisti-
cally, these youth will have higher rates of incarceration, lower education levels 
and are more likely to live in poverty.  States, the federal government, and non-
profit organizations have various programs in place to assist youth with educa-
tion grants and housing subsidies to mitigate the gap between these young peo-
ǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜŜǊǎΦ  .ǳǘΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƴŜǿ ŀŘǳƭǘǎέ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ 
to advise them or provide emotional support.  Connections in the form of a 
mentor, a trusted foster parent or the CASA can make all the difference be-
tween success and an undesirable outcome for these youth.  For many children 
and teens in foster care who face a shifting landscape of foster homes, the CASA 
may be a sorely needed constant presence.  Several of our Yamhill County 
CASAs still have ongoing relationships with the independent adults they first 
met when serving as their CASA. 

Comparison of youth aging out of foster care with their peers. 
 

                                           Former                    General 
                                           Foster                   Population  
                                            Youth 
 
Not completed high school       24%                           7% 
 
College degree (2 or 4 yr)           6%                         29% 
 
Currently employed                   48%                        76% 
 
Income < $25,000                     85%                         67% 
 
Could not pay rent in 
last  year                                   29%                            7% 
 
Women who received 
food stamps                              64%                            7% 
 
Men who were ever 
convicted                                   59%                          10% 
 
 Sources:  NY Times, Chapin Hall @ University of Chicago,  Partners for 
 Our Children @ University of Washington.                                 

òé The next three tumultuous years would find me in institution after 
institution.  All the while my CASA was fighting for me in court.  She saw 
in me that I was intelligent, talented and worthwhile.  Traits I never even 
admitted to.  She helped to bring them out in me.  And through it all, she 
even got me on even ground with my mother. 

My CASA and I are still close and see each other quite frequently.  Today I 
am productive in society.  I am currently enlisted in the US Military and 
due to ship outé.ó 

- Bill, a former foster child in New Mexico 

Being a CASA is being a detective.  You look at the big picture, go with 
your gut instinct, not with trying to figure out whoõs telling the truth 

and who isnõt, put on your blinders and look at only whatõs best for the child, 
and thatõs it.   

Maxine Mulholland, Yamhill County CASA 



CASA Profiles:  Esther Smith, Dave DeHaven, Maxine & Bill Mullholland, Irma 

Karns, Sue Eggert, Carol Foutch, Deb Beresford -Clagett and Merri Reamer  

[ŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜŘ ƻǳǊ мр ȅŜŀǊ /!{!Φ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ф 
CASAs who have worked with Yamhill County CASA for more than 5 
years.  The opening article in the newsletter is intended to help you 
understand the need for the work CASA does, but these CASAs have 
done a better job of articulating it.  (Photos are ordered left to right in 
the same order as the profiles appear.) 

Esther Smith (2002) retired to McMinnville from a career in Portland 
real estate.  Esther and her husband have two children, one in Austra-
lia and another in Tennessee so their grandkids are pretty far away.  
While always active in some sort of volunteer work like Boy Scouts or 
Campfire Girls, Esther wanted to do more when she moved to 
McMinnville and wanted to do something with children because 
άǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜƭŜǎǎΦέ  9ǎǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ±t ƻŦ {ŜƴƛƻǊǎΣ LƴŎΦ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
the SMART (Start Making a Reader Today) program in addition to her 
CASA work.  In her first case, she worked with a brother and sister 
who had been in multiple foster homes. In his new foster home, he 
ŀǎƪŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ƳƻƳΣ άŎŀƴ L ǎǘŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΚέ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ 
by that foster mom.  Over the years, Esther has been impressed with 
the growth of the CASA program, not just in numbers but with the 
ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ 
kids in Yamhill County  from DHS work, state laws and the work of 
CASA. 

Dave DeHaven (2004) has been married for 50 years, has taught 
school for 40, has 3 sons and 5 grandchildren.  He and his wife have 
had about 40 foster kids, mostly infants and toddlers.  One of them, a 
girl, was adopted at 5 and when she turned 18 spent a year with a 
map of Portland and a photo trying to find them to thank them and 
let them know the impact they had on the life of one little girl. Dave 
has actually been a CASA more than 10 years; he started in Clackamas 
County and joined Yamhill County CASA when they moved to New-
ōŜǊƎ ǎŜǾŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳǳǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
ōŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ /!{! Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜΦ  IŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
worked with a sexually abused teenager who then turned around and 
abused others so was incarcerated for 10 years, with a grim outlook 
for the future.  More recently, the girl he worked with was adopted 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ άŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ƘƻƳŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇǳȊȊƭŜ 
piece and now the puzzle was finally complete. 

Maxine Mulholland (2001), whose husband is also a long time CASA, 
sought out CASA after reading an article written by a George Fox Uni-
versity professor.  Recognizing that she had had a very blessed life 
ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƪƛŘǎΣ ǎƘŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 
what she could to mitigate the problems inflicted on kids by damaged 
and dysfunctional families. Maxine also mentioned the depth and 
quality of the training CASA provides for dealing with families coping 
with addiction, alcohol and drug abuse or violence.  (Check out 
aŀȄƛƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ /!{! ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳƻǘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎǎǳŜύΦ 

Bill Mulholland (2004) became a CASA after his wife told him of the 
great need.  He describes it as rewarding but often seeming futile as 
ƘŜ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ  9ŎƘƻƛƴƎ aŀȄƛƴŜΩǎ ŘŜǘŜŎπ
tive analogy, Bill says the most demanding part is sorting through lies 

and denial to ferret out the truth in a case.  The ravages of drug and 
alcohol abuse come with a huge cost to families and tax payers.  The 
reward for work as a CASA is getting a hug and seeing the smile of a 
child who no longer needs to be afraid.   

Irma Karns (2002) and husband Gary moved to Mac in 1971 where 
she taught at Y-C for 10 years then moved into her current career in 
insurance, the last 18 years in insurance at Western States.  Both 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ 9Ǌƛƪ ƴƻǿ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƻŜǳǊ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊΣ ŀ ƴǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ 
Spokane, were born in Mac.  Gary and Irma have five grandchildren.  
In addition to CASA, Irma is active in her church and serves on the 
ōƻŀǊŘ ŀǘ IŀōƛǘŀǘΦ  LǊƳŀ ƛǎ ŀ /!{! ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ άǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘǳƎ ŀǘ Ƴȅ 
ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ  LǊƳŀ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ о ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊƭȅ ƘŀƛǊ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ 
cases!  She saves her real admiration for foster parents who show 
these kids what it is to live in a loving, caring home knowing they may 
only have them for a little while.   

Sue Eggert (2003) worked in Child Development and Early Childhood 
Education for 30 years and chose CASA as her means of keeping in 
ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǊŜǘƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭǳŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
been assigned many preschoolers in her years as a CASA.  Even when 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǎŜŜƳ ǎŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜƭŜǎǎΣ {ǳŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
allotted to help these children. Two sisters in one of the foster homes 
Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ άǘƘŜ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ƭŀŘȅέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ  
Her CASA work gives her life purpose and the fact that the CASA staff 
so often expresses gratitude for the work we do keeps her engaged 
and involved.  Sue loves doing watercolors; watch for note cards with 
{ǳŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƛƴ aŀŎΦ 

Carol Foutch (2003) is from Othello, Washington with a degree in 
Computer Science.  She and husband Al raised 3 children in Alaska.  
Moving to Oregon in 1995, they adopted another child, Alex.  Al-
though she volunteered at school and such while raising the older 
children, Carol got serious after the older ones graduated from high 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ /!{!Φ  ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŀ /!{! Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
challenging.  The most rewarding aspect is the response of the kids 
when they see you.  The most challenging part is finding a permanent 
lasting solution for their placement.  (Carol was honored as Volunteer 
of the Year at the 2010 Yamhill County Volunteer Fair.) 

Deb Beresford-Clagett (2004) and her husband moved to Newberg 
from Seattle in 2001 to raise alpacas and fell in love with wine coun-
try.  They now have a vineyard and hope to produce their own wine 
someday.  Deb read about CASA in the newspaper and joined because 
she was looking for a volunteer opportunity and has found it im-
mensely rewarding.  She mentioned how wonderful it is to work with 
our dedicated DHS workers too.  Her current case promised, at the 
start, to be the worst ever and, thanks to help of the whole team, this 
case is surprisingly moving toward a positive conclusion.  (Deb is also 
active in Rotary and was the auction chair who worked tirelessly to 
make the auction successful and fun.)   τContinued on page 3. 

ò Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can 
change the world.  Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.ó  

-Margaret Mead 



From the Editor:    

Oh, wow!  In the last issue, we thanked our donors from the prior year and mentioned how spectacular the Yamhill County supporters of 

CASA are but Thank you, thank you, thankyou  ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

these tough economic times and come through to help us meet our goal of a CASA for every child in Yamhill County who needs one. 

hǳǊ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ !ƭƭƛǎƻƴ Lƴƴ ƛƴ bŜǿōŜǊƎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϷолΣслл ǘƻ ǎǳpport the work 
of CASA .  What was most amazing to me when I looked at the results was the evidence that everyone came to support CASA and that the 
party and prizes were just a nice bonus.   Over 22% of that total came directly from donations during the special appeal; no prizes, no trips, 

just plain old-fashioned generosity for those who need help. Thank you .  It is truly humbling too how much local businesses and individuals 

gave in services and gifts.  Thank you .   

In May, we launched the Sustaining Circle fundraiser, designed to equip CASA with a regular, predictable budget to allow for longer range  
ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ   ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ϷмсΣллл ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŦƻǊ о ȅŜŀǊǎΦ   !ƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻsity has meant 

that CASA is healthy and able to help even with the budget cuts to the program just announced by the county. Thank you.  

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ  hƴ WǳƴŜ мΣ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎ ŀǘ мфпр b9 .ŀƪŜǊ {ǘΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ-time Volun-
teer Coordinator to help corral the 48 ŀŎǘƛǾŜ /!{!ǎ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ¸ŀƳƘƛƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ сл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ 
of a CASA for every child in Yamhill County who needs one.   

In the CASAGRAM, we hope to give you a look at the work the CASAs do, the people who do it and insight into future plans and events.  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ /!{! ƛƴ Yamhill County.   

Email:  office@yccasa.org  

 

In with the new: 

aŜŜǘ [Ŝƛǎƭ ²ŜƘƳǳŜƭƭŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ  [Ŝƛǎƭ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ 9{[ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ όǎƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ 
three languages).  She is currently working toward a Master of Arts in Peace, Development, Security and International Con-
flict Transformation at the University of Innsbruck 

 

And a fond farewell for a wonderful job: 

Dorene Gleason, who has been a board member of CASA for 8 years is retiring from the board at the end of June.  She has served CASA as 
/ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǎƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ōookkeeper and 

has joined our Sustaining Circle.   

5ƻǊŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ нф ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ aŀŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ о ƪƛŘǎ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀǎǎƻǊǘŜŘ 
dogs, cats, hamsters and fish.  Only Miranda still lives with them in Mac, while the oldest, Emerald, is in Ans-
bach, Germany with only grandchild, Chloe.  Brian is a bit closer in Quincy, Mass.   

Dorene works full-time for Custom Dry Kilns & Sawmill in Sheridan and still manages to be active in the  So-
roptimist Club and the McMinnville Co-ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ /!{!Φ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ ƭǳŎƪȅ 
ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ 5ƻǊŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘƘǊƛƭƭŜŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
not  truly leaving us. 

 

 

Help us keep you up to date on CASA and help us save postage & trees :   

¼áÕÝà éç:  ãÚÚÝ×Ù·í××ÕçÕ.ãæÛ ÕâØ ëÙMàà çÙâØ íãéæ âÙìè º¸Ê¸¾É¸Ä êÝÕ ÙáÕÝà ãæ  

          ÃÙè éç ßâãë ÝÚ íãéMêÙ áãêÙØ; ëÙMàà éäØÕèÙ íãéæ ÕØØæÙçç Úãæ ÙêÙâè ÝâêÝèÕèÝãâç. 

Dorene (right) with Pamela 
Butler, one of the former foster 
kids who spoke at the auction 

found helping kids and mentoring parents to be really, really reward-
ing.   She says that the skills a CASA needs are the ability to listen and 
a healthy dose of common sense.  Merri is an avid gardener and she 
keeps the rest of us CASAs in the know with her monthly book reports 
on topics of abuse, emotional development and other related works.  
aŜǊǊƛ Ǉǳǘǎ ƘŜǊ άǎŎǊƻǳƴƎŜǊέ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜǎ 
and has found suitcases, bicycle helmets and a chest of drawers to 
ease the way for children under her care.   
 

Merri Reamer (2004) lives in Tigard and works in Yamhill County also 
because of an article in the paper about the need for CASAs.  Merri 
had a background in social services working with Seniors and people 
with disabilities and thought volunteering to work with children 
would be a fun way to apply her knowledge.  Merri has become our 
specialist with ICWA cases, advocating for children and navigating 
within the statues of the Indian Child Welfare Act.  Merri shared that 
going to court really petrified her and still unnerves her a bit but it 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƭƻǿŜŘ ƘŜǊ ŘƻǿƴΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎŀǎŜǎΦ  {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
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Did you know that in the last quarter we é  

§ é gained thirteen new volunteers  

§ é now have forty -eight active advo-

cates 

§ é can now advocate for almost sixty 
percent of eligible children 

§ é added staff and moved to a larger 
office?  

1945 NE Baker St. 

McMinnville, OR 97128 
Return Service Requested  

The mission of Yamhill County CASA is to speak up for  

abused and neglected children who are under the 

jurisdiction of the court.  Our philosophy is to provide 

quality advocacy for victims of Abuse and neglect 

and to seek safe permanent homes for our kids as 

quickly as possible.  

 
Yamhill County CASA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Less than 

30% of our annual budget comes from State funding.  We rely on the 

generosity of organizations, foundations, and private individuals to 

fund our advocacy work on behalf of abused and neglected children. 

 

We outgrew our old space.  

Make a note of our new location:  

1945 NE Baker St 

McMinnville, OR  

503-434-6668 

Fax:  503-435-2398 

Inside this issue:  
§ Outcomes for foster youth aging out 

of care  
§ Profiles on long -serving CASAs  
§ From the editor: a huge thank you to 

donors; meet new staff; farewell to 
departing board member Dorene  


