Make a Difference in Your Community:  Become a CASA

Some children have no one to remember their birthday. 

And it gets worse.   

Imagine feeling that alone, like no one cares. Imagine that the grown-ups in your life are all trapped in a vicious cycle of dysfunction that includes drug abuse, violence and utter self absorption.  Imagine having no clean clothes, no food in the apartment, a mother who left hours ago with a man you don’t know, and your baby sister crying in her crib.  Now imagine all of that at nine years old.

Sadly, this scenario is real and far too common in Yamhill County. Children in your community are being neglected and abused at an alarming rate.  These victimized kids learn at an early age to remain silent about their circumstances because they are in survival mode:  it may be a bad home, but it’s the only home they know.  The fact is, children have rights, and one of those is to have the opportunity to thrive and grow.  That’s where you can make a difference.  You can become a CASA.  

As a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) you offer hope to children who have been taken from their home due to neglect and/or abuse. You become their voice, speaking on their behalf in the judicial system.  Moreover, you provide a basic need that some of these children have never had met, which is someone who cares about their happiness and welfare, and someone who is consistent in that care.  

CASA was founded in 1977 by a Seattle judge who created a corps of community volunteers to act as advocates in the best interests of abused and neglected children in court. It was so successful the idea mushroomed.  CASA now has over 900 programs nationwide with a total of more than 50,000 volunteers.  Yamhill County CASA began in 1992 and became an independent, 501(c)
CASA’s mission is the promotion of safe, loving and permanent homes for these victimized kids.  Sometimes this means reuniting them with their parents; sometimes it means permanent placement with relatives or in a foster home, and sometimes it means adoption.  Each case is unique, though the scenarios can be hauntingly similar.  Yamhill County CASA has extended the national mission to include educating the community about childhood neglect and abuse.  In 2007 we worked with over 200 children.  Just a little over half of them had a CASA by their side.  
 We need more volunteers to serve every child who needs our help.

Here’s another fact:  Newberg needs CASAs. We simply do not have enough volunteers to meet the needs in your community, let alone all of Yamhill County.

So is CASA a good fit for you?  If you have a passion for children, are at least 21-years of age, have a few extra hours to spend each month, and can commit to two-years of service, then the answer is “yes”.  All volunteers must pass a background check before going through a 30-hour training session.  The training includes a brief history of the program, as well as information about the juvenile justice system, foster care, and the ethical boundaries of advocacy.  There is also courtroom time, guest speakers, and plenty of lively and interesting discussion about what it means to be a CASA volunteer.  

I am a CASA volunteer and have found a new passion as well as an incredible need in our community to be an advocate for these children who rarely are seen in the courtroom.  I have also found that the information we provide weighs heavily in a judge's decision.  What we have to say matters.  Judges understand our role in the process, that we know firsthand about what these kids need – that we care.  That is our responsibility.  
Sometimes you really can make a difference.  Sometimes there really can be a happy ending.  And sometimes it’s just one kid at a time
.
For more information, or to apply to become a CASA, visit www.yccasa.org or call us at 503-434-6668.
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