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The Business of Running CASA:  The 

CASA Board of Directors 

 

Over the course of the past year, we’ve been working to paint a picture 
of what’s entailed in the work of CASA.  With this issue, we come back to  
volunteers — we’ve come full circle from the volunteers who serve as CASAs 
through the paid staff who direct and support the work, to the volunteer 
Board of Directors who oversees the work.  The Board employs staff, works 
closely with Executive Director, Amy Bissonnette, sets policy for the program, 
sets the budget, monitors spending and raises funds to support the goal of a 
CASA for every child; a voice for every child.  (Fundraising must now provide 
50% of the annual operating budget for CASA.) 

Chairman Catherine Wright points out that because Amy, Karen, Leisl, 
and the CASA volunteers who also donate time in the office are so effective 
and efficient, the board has the luxury to focus on vision, policy, budget and 
fundraising.   

From a policy standpoint, Yamhill County CASA sets high professional 
standards and expectations for CASAs and works collaboratively with its part-
ners in the county.  You may have noticed the occasional news article around 
the state detailing a more adversarial relationship between CASA and the judi-
cial and social services providers.  The Board and the Director believe we are 
more effective when working collaboratively to advocate strongly and clearly 
for each child who needs a voice.  Judges Collins and Easterday have gra-
ciously provided interviews showing support for the program during past 
fundraisers.  They are joined by Judges Tichenor and Stone in consistent sup-
port for the program in dependency cases.  Jan Schenk, a supervisor in the 
McMinnville office of DHS, characterized it as a helpful partnership which pro-
vides another set of eyes and ears looking after the welfare of children in 
care.  This partnership and collaboration is forged in the participation of CASA 
staff on various county committees and taskforces.  (We detailed some of 
these in the Q3 and Q$ CASAGRAMs)  

Overseeing the budget for CASA becomes more challenging and more 
critical as state and grant funding provide a dwindling portion of support for 
CASA operations.   

Our goal is, simply, “a CASA for every child.”  Each and every child who is 

the victim of abuse or neglect deserves a trained, committed advocate to 

speak for that child’s best interests as their case works its way through “the 

system.”   

-  Catherine Wright, Chairman of the Board 

Yamhill County CASA 

Continued Inside…. 

4th Annual CASA Auction 

Soaring to New Heights 

 
This year we’re excited to return to our loyal 
McMinnville base with CASA’s 4th Annual Auc-
tion in the McMinnville Grand Ballroom.  Brian 
Crain, Principal at Wascher Elementary, will 
serve as emcee and auctioneer.  Harvest Fresh 
is offering an enticing buffet and the generosity 

of local wineries en-
sures we’ll have an ar-
ray of great wines to 
offer.  With terrific en-
tertainment from local 
favorites the Occasional 
Quartet, Mike Strick-
land, and The Behnkes, 
you’ll be sure to enjoy 
your evening!  Register 
now at yccasa.org. 

http://www.yccasa.org/
http://www.yccasa.org/main.asp?id=5
http://mikestrickland.com/
http://mikestrickland.com/
http://thebehnkes.com/about
https://yccasa.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/4thAnnualCASAAuction/tabid/346174/Default.aspx


 
Treasurer Ron Olisar has used innova-

tive charts and analysis to help the board 
forecast periods of tight cash flow as they 
progress through the year.  The reduced 
grant funding and a more modest take 
than expected from last year’s auction has 
made this a year of belt-tightening; trim-
ming expenses, reducing hours for the 
program director and partnering with auc-
tion sponsors and caterers to provide a 
fun and fulfilling event with much lower 
overhead.   

As you can see, in order to meet the 
challenge of training and retaining enough 
CASA volunteers to serve the remaining 
children without a CASA, we rely on our 
fundraising to help close the gap.  Our 
board continues to seek fun and creative 
ways to celebrate our community, recog-
nize the support our community has always provided and support growing our program to service current need. 

 

The nine member board has a diverse background spanning law enforcement, child welfare, law, business, counseling, and 
medicine.  They would love the support of a few more good men and women to help them govern CASA and find creative new 
ideas to support the work.  We did an introduction of the board in last year’s first quarter issue and thought we’d just introduce 
you to the newcomers here.  We consider ourselves lucky to have a mix of dedicated community members;  some with more than 
4 years on the board to bring continuity and the newer members to bring fresh perspectives and ideas to ensure that our vital con-
nections to the community work effectively.  

Sue Wong, Secretary, joined the board in June.  Employed for the past 15 years with Yamhill County Mental Health as a coun-
selor for adults, Sue works with some of the moms open to Child Welfare and states, “I value the extra set of eyes CASA volunteers 
bring to court cases.”  Sue has one adult daughter who enjoys raising her first Weimaraner puppy.  On the board, Sue has commit-
ted herself to helping CASA ensure they have funding to support the volunteer corps needed to provide a CASA for every child who 
needs one.   

Jason Mosiman is in his first year on the CASA board.  A 40 year resident of McMinnville, Jason has worked for the Yamhill 
County Sheriff’s Office for the past 20 years.  He is currently the Administrative Sergeant in the jail.  Jason served as a CASA for 2 
years and found it immensely rewarding but difficult while working full time and welcomed the opportunity to continue helping 
the program by joining the board.  In fact, Jason states, “I have great respect for all of our CASAs, especially those who are able to 
volunteer while working and those that have multiple cases.”  As part of the board, Jason hopes to raise public awareness of what 
the CASA program accomplishes, help it grow the volunteer base, and help ensure our advocates have the support they need to do 
their jobs.   

Jim Parker is one of our newest board members and the work comes naturally to Jim.  Jim is a former Peace Corps volunteer 
who retired after a long career as a Social Service Worker with Yamhill County DHS Child Welfare.  After years of working with 
CASAs, Jim has joined the board to help CASA better serve our most vulnerable county citizens.   Jim also volunteers with Habitat 
for Humanity.   

Stan Primozich, our other newest board member, is no stranger to involvement with protecting the interests of young people 
in Yamhill County.  A long time financial professional and small business owner, Stan has served more than 20 years with the 
McMinnville School Board on various committees.  All six of Stan’s children are McMinnville High School graduates and Stan was 
one of the original parishioners who started the McMinnville Wine & Food Classic (Sip).  Stan mentions that he is committed to 
doing everything in his power for the young people of McMinnville and notes that those served by CASA are some of the most 
needy. As a board member, Stan hopes to bring his considerable experience in budgeting and fund-raising to assist CASA in serving 
and expanding the services to a currently underserved population. 

Meet your new 2012 CASA Board Members  

Continued From Front Page…. 
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http://www.yccasa.org/images/images/2011_Q1_CASAGRAM_v4.pdf


From the Directoré 
This past year saw the retirement of two board members who have had an immense impact on our program.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to honor them and all they’ve done for CASA. 
 
First is the incomparable Bernie McGinnis.  Bernie joined the board in 2008 after his involvement in the memorial for our late 
Director, Michele Cotner, clued him in to the work being done.  Ever the advocate, Bernie was initially interested in being a CASA 

volunteer, but his consistent travel out of state to visit his teenage son was too great a barrier.  He 
settled for board membership and, boy, did our program benefit!  Bernie’s infectious enthusiasm for 
volunteer recruitment led the board to implement a standing agenda item they affectionately called 
“Bernie’s Board Imperatives.”  We also came to rely on Bernie for our auction after he dove right in 
and helped the first event in 2009 become a rousing success.  Bernie could always be counted on to 
lend a helping hand, and even after retiring from the board in July, he still comes through for us 
when we need him (which in auction season is often).  Bernie left his mark on this program in more 
ways than one.  The large CASA sign on our building was his parting gift to us.  His primary mission 
was always to raise awareness and I can say with certainty that he succeeded. 
 
And now for the amazing Dr. Bob Moore, a retired McMinnville pediatrician and former Medical 
Director at Juliette’s House.  Dr. Moore joined the board of CASA in 1999!  In his 12 years with the 
program, he participated in countless fundraisers, volunteered for outreach and recruitment efforts, 

served in every officer position, showed invaluable leadership and direction, and 
even wrote quite a few successful grant applications.  He loved flipping burgers 
and thanking golfers at the Bayou Golf Course for our tournament every year 
since 2004(as you can see from the picture at right).  Bob is an absolute delight to 
be around and always brought his humor and lighthearted approach to the busi-
ness of keeping this program afloat.  Bob and his lovely wife, Dee, have moved to 
Portland full time now and in December he decided it was time for him to scale 
back his trips into McMinnville.  Never one to leave others holding the bag, he has 
volunteered to continue obtaining donations for our 2012 auction and participa-
tion on the golf tournament committee.  I know I speak for the board and staff 
when I say that Bob’s regular involvement will be greatly missed.  For now, we’ll 
just have to settle for the occasional visit and phone call – they always seem to 
brighten my day. 

 
Thank you both for your incredible contributions to CASA! 
            Sincerely, 

            Amy Bissonnette 

  

     Want to Know More About Yamhill County CASA or National CASA? 

 

If you receive the CASAGRAM via email or read it on the web at  http://www.yccasa.org/, you can  fol-
low  these links to 

Read about Lives Changed by CASAs from the youth themselves or  

Follow Yamhill County CASAs on Facebook  and on Twitter @YcCASA. 

Listen to podcasts from the National CASA organization or download a Sustaining Circle Pledge Form. 

Email us   office@yccasa.org  and let us know if you’d like to receive your CASAGRAM via email.   

CǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ  

Information in the links?  The newsletters and auction registration links are on yccasa.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 
June 16, 2012 

Chehalem Glenn Golf Course 

8th Annual CASA Classic 
 
 

Sponsored by 

“I try to find happier endings for children who have been abused or neglected.” 

Dave D.—CASA Volunteer 

http://www.yccasa.org/
http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.7789821/k.8A59/Lives_Changed_Youth_Stories.htm
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Yamhill-County-CASA/141113451936
http://podcast.casaforchildren.org/
http://www.yccasa.org/images/images/Pledge%20Form.pdf
mailto:office@yccasa.org
http://www.yccasa.org/
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Return Service Requested  

The mission of Yamhill County CASA is to speak up for  abused 
and neglected children who are under the jurisdiction of the 
court.  Our philosophy is to provide quality advocacy for vic-
tims of Abuse and neglect and to seek safe permanent homes 
for our kids as quickly as possible. 

Date  Kids in Care Kids w/a CASA  

Active CASA 

Advocates  

% Kids w/a 

CASA 

June 2010  257  114 35  44% 

Jan 2012  239  126 47  53% 

Featuring: 
~Live & Silent Auctions 

~Willamette Valley Wines 
~Catering by Harvest Fresh 

~Musical Guests &  
Entertainment 

 

$65 per person 
 

For more info or to  
register, visit yccasa.org 

Yamhill County CASAõs 4th Annual Auction 

Saturday, April 21st 
6:00 ð 9:00 pm 

McMinnville Grand Ballroom 

Yamhill County CASA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Less than 

30% of our annual budget comes from State funding.  We rely on the 

generosity of organizations, foundations, and private individuals to 
fund our advocacy work on behalf of abused and neglected children. 
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An Advocate for Every Child by 2020:  
How We're Doing
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https://yccasa.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/4thAnnualCASAAuction/tabid/346174/Default.aspx

