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A Poignant Reminder About  

Why this Work is Important 

 

I sat in court in October for what seemed like an interminable amount of 
time as the packed court docket from earlier ran over.  I listened to heart-
breaking cases of some pretty young kids in juvenile detention or facing  in-
patient commitment were disposed of.  This meant churn for those of us with 
the 2 p.m. permanency review court appointments as attorneys for the clients 
moved in and out juggling other court commitments that might not otherwise 
have created schedule conflicts.    

²ƘŜƴ ŎŀǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ н ǇΦƳΦ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŘƻŎƪŜǘ ǿŜǊŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ άǳǇΣέ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜ 
went first and I witnessed an act of bravery that drove home exactly what this 
work is about.  This case was making a formal change of plan to Adoption.  
The pre-teen in this case stood with the CASA and asked to read a letter to 
the court.  This was a hand-written letter to the court that a later conversa-
ǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /!{! ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘȅ 5I{ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ 
child haltingly read the letter to the Judge and the packed courtroom knowing 
other family members were present.  The excerpt printed below leaves out 
sections that could identify the foster child or family and we have corrected 
spelling errors for clarity.   Otherwise, it is  the exact words of this foster child: 

 

Dear Judge Easterday, 

 

I feel happy and sad.  When I made the decision of adoption I 

meant it. é[sentences deleted here that mentioned details and 

family members]... 

I have lost my family to drugs, alcohol, abuse and other stu-

pid stuff.  I just want a mom and a dad and a home.  I want 

what any kid wants, a family.  Someone there for them.  

Someone to run to if theyõre scared, sad or upset.  I have really 

never had that so please, Judge Easterday, give me what every 

kid in this world wants; a place that [they] can call a home 

where they know they are safe and cared for.   

 

Join me in wishing the best for this foster child and some lucky adoptive 
family.   

é. 

Upcoming Events 
   

CASA wishes you and 
yours the happiest of 
holiday seasons.  
Cherish your family 
during the coming 
holidays and through-
out the year. 

 
 

 

No Show Tea Party 

 

²ŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŀƛƭΦ  /!{!Ωǎ ƭƻǿ ƪŜȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŦǳƴŘπ
raiser, the No Show Tea Party, should be arriv-
ing in your mail.  Help us 
continue our work to pro-
vide safe holidays and 
families for all kids. 

Did you know it takes about $90/month to give a kid a CASA?  

Foster care costs $2400/month.   

Kids with a CASA spend less time in care on average which translates 

to a $400,000/year savings in Yamhill County  

http://www.yccasa.org/


Congratulations : 

 Judge Cynthia Easterday 

Receives Another Honor 

 
On that same October court date mentioned in our lead newsletter article, I was impressed by 

WǳŘƎŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜǊΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ 
cases, observed while waiting for my case to be called, I was struck by how gracious and caring she 
was.  She made certain to speak directly to each juvenile, simplify the legal terms and ensure that 
ŜŀŎƘ ƻƴŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻŜǊŎƛƻƴΦέ  ²ƘŜƴ 
the dependency cases were called, she did the same thing with each participant, parent and child.  
LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎŀǎŜΦ  {ƘŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ 
with the CASA report details, often raising points or items from the report, but she will cite to par-

ticipants contradictions or supporting details from previous court appearances.   

In court, the last champion for the child is the judge.  Yamhill County Circuit Court Judge Cynthia Easterday can proudly point 
ǘƻ άŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǘƻƻτǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ƘƛŜŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜΩǎ WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ /ƻǳǊǘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ нлмн ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 9ȅŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘέ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ  ƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ priority 
of child abuse and neglect in Oregon courts.  (Read the full article in the News-wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мн ƛǎǎǳŜύ 

Judge Easterday was also appointed to and elected chair of the Court Appointed Special Advocate Task Force established by 
the 2011 legislature.      

 During the Sustaining Circle Luncheon on October 30, (did I mention that Judge Easterday is a strong supporter of CASA?) I 
shared a table with Judge Easterday and I was even more impressed with her thoroughness when I listened to her and Judge 
¢ƛŎƘŜƴƻǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƻŎƪŜǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ Ƙŀve.  
Work as a CASA gives more exposure to the court system than I gained in the first 50+ years of my life and ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜƭȅ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊπ
ing to know that here in Yamhill County our judges are such thoughtful, dedicated, and serious champions.   

 

Roundup of late summer and fall fundraisers: 

    
   OK, I can admit this now.   I was skeptical of Summerfest and the McMinnville Public Market as 
a venue plus it had been blazingly hot those August days so I went strictly to support CASA.  It all 
came together for a wonderful, low-key, relaxing event in a cozy, intimate venue.  Jake Blair and 

Patrick Lamb went above and beyond and the audience got to participate as Patrick Lamb wandered throughout.  With generous 
donations from artists and food vendors, attendees and CASA were big winners.   Look for more of these intimate, low overhead, 
fun events in 2013.    

Sustaining Circle Luncheon 

hǳǊ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ олΣ ǿŀǎ /!{!Ωǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
to CASA by joining the Sustaining Circle.  CASA Mary Ellen Johnson put aside her qualms about speaking before a 
group to speak about how she sees the important work of CASA.  We know some of our Sustaining Circle donors 
could not attend and we want to say that we missed you and we appreciate and celebrate your support. 

 

A Huge Thank You to all involved; we appreciate your support! 

Candid shot of Judge Easterday 
at an earlier CASA Auction.  

 
Did you see the Kids in Care Stats on the back cover?   

  We are definitely not there yet but the number of kids in care is the lowest it has been since I started reporting these stats in the 
CASAGRAM and the number of kids with a CASA was higher only in June, 2011, so we are making progress. 

 Want to help us meet the goal?  Training starts January 7, 2013.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ 

uses the new Flex Learning Curriculum which provides half of the training online and more easily accommodates busy volunteer 
schedules.  Call (503-434-6668) or email office@yccasa.org for more details or to sign up.    

http://www.newsregister.com/archive?articleArchiveId=a10035799
http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150888048246937.397127.141113451936&type=3#!/photo.php?fbid=10150888049146937&set=a.10150888048246937.397127.141113451936&type=3&theater
mailto:office@yccasa.org


From the Editoré  
 Educational AdvocacyñNot Just for CASAs 

Congratulations to the McMinnville School District for being the finalist from Oregon for district proposals for Race to the Top 
Funds.  That and an article in The Connection, άLƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hŘŘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅέ got me to think-
ing.  This is something for all of us, CASAs and non-CASAs, to get behind. 

Much of the Connection article focuses on outcomes for foster youth, which are abysmal.  This is an area where CASAs make a 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅŘŀȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ L9tΩǎΣ ƻǊ ƳŀȅōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀŎǘ of read-
ing to a child in care or sharing books and educational games.  But, this is an area where each of us can do something that can 
significantly improve the quality of life for children and, by extension, for everyone in our community.  There are many children 
living in  poverty who have loving families and never enter the foster care system but will benefit from the advantages of a robust 
education system.  Many others may be effectively homeless without the official designation or attention of social service agen-
cies.  Education can be a life line for these kids. 
L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  LΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŜŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƭƛǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ 

resources in the CASA Connection article and from my own experience to get you started.  I apologize in advance for all the impor-
ǘŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ LΩƭƭ ƛƴŀŘǾŜǊǘŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƻǳǘΦ  CŜŜƭ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ όoffice@yccasa.org) with Educational Advocacy in the subject line 
ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ŀŘŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜwslet-
ter.   

§ Build your own advocacy program as an Indiana CASA group did by partnering with the Casey Family Programs to create 
manuals and an advocacy training program 

§ Invest in Educational Advocacy as a Silicon Valley group did 

§ Arm volunteers with the training and tools to fight for special education as a New Jersey group did 

§ Volunteer with SMARTτ{ǘŀǊǘ aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ wŜŀŘŜǊ ¢ƻŘŀȅΦ  όƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ SMART info but if your local elementary 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀ {a!w¢ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǳǎ όoffice@yccasa.orgύ ǿƛǘƘ {a!w¢ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
make sure someone in the local SMART organization can contact you) 

§ Volunteer with ASPIREτAccess to Student assistance Programs In Reach of Everyoneτis a program in middle and high 
schools that uses community mentors to assist students with planning for post-high education or training.  (Amity, Day-
ǘƻƴΣ {ƘŜǊƛŘŀƴΣ  aŎaƛƴƴǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƴŘ ¸ŀƳƘƛƭƭ /ŀǊƭǘƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ  ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŀǘ sshipley@msd.k12.or.us  and in-
ŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ LΩƭƭ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛƴŦƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ !{tLw9 ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭύ 

§ The McKinneyτVento Homeless Assistance Act provides educational support to homeless youth, even those who may 
ƴƻǘ άƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅέ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
identified and get the help they need. 

§ Volunteer with your local Head Start program bringing early childhood education to qualifying preschoolers 

§ Volunteer with YOOP ςYOuth OPportunities  program to help young adults with education & job training 

§ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƴŜŜŘ CASA volunteers to help kids in care beat the odds and succeed 

§ Invite someone from one of these organizations to speak to your community group about their programs and volunteer 

opportunities  §§§§  this is just a start, create the action that works for you. 
 Sincerely, 

 

 Sarah Shipley 

 Food for Thought: 

άYŀǎǎŜǊƛŀƴ ƛƴƎŜǊŀέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀōƭŜŘ aŀǎŀƛ ǿŀǊǊƛƻǊǎΦ  ¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΚέ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
even know where the excerpt in my folder came from but I went searching online  and found the text of a speech by the Rev. Dr. Patrick 
¢Φ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀǎŀƛ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƴŘŜǊǎ Ƙƻǿ ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛŦ άŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘhe ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ Σ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘΦ   

  Did you know that National CASA is on Facebook too? 

Want to Know More About Yamhill County CASA or National CASA? 

If you receive the CASAGRAM via email or read it on the web at  http://www.yccasa.org/, you can  follow  these links to  find out about becoming a CASA, check out 
Facebook photos from Summerfest or the Sustaining Circle Luncheon  or download a Sustaining Circle Pledge Form   

Follow Yamhill County CASA on Facebook  and on Twitter @YcCASA.                           Email us   office@yccasa.org  ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ /!{!Dw!a Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ   

 

CǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪǎΚ    
The newsletters & links are on yccasa.org       

http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.5405973/k.6686/IThe_ConnectionI_Magazine.htm
mailto:office@yccasa.org
http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.8345871/k.BE92/Indiana_State_CASA.htm
http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.8345867/k.59E1/CASA_of_Silicon_Valley.htm
http://www.casaforchildren.org/site/c.mtJSJ7MPIsE/b.8345869/k.BC96/Essex_County_CASA.htm
http://www.getsmartoregon.org/about-smart/local-offices/northwest-area/
mailto:office@yccasa.org
mailto:sshipley@msd.k12.or.us
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/guidance.pdf
http://www.yamhillheadstart.org/
http://yoop.cyfs.net/
http://www.yccasa.org/main_sublinks.asp?id=2&sid=3
http://archive.uua.org/re/reach/fall00/social_justice/how_are_the_children.html
https://www.facebook.com/CASAforChildren
http://www.yccasa.org/
http://www.yccasa.org/main.asp?id=2
http://www.facebook.com/CASA.Yamhill/photos_albums#!/media/set/?set=a.10151007528896937.410234.141113451936&type=3
http://www.facebook.com/#!/media/set/?set=a.10151105120881937.425547.141113451936&type=1
http://www.yccasa.org/images/images/Pledge%20Form.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/pages/Yamhill-County-CASA/141113451936
https://twitter.com/#!/YcCASA
mailto:office@yccasa.org
http://www.yccasa.org/main.asp?id=5
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Return Service Requested  

The mission of Yamhill County CASA is to speak up for  abused 
and neglected children who are under the jurisdiction of the 
court.  Our philosophy is to provide quality advocacy for vic-
tims of Abuse and neglect and to seek safe permanent homes 
for our kids as quickly as possible. 

Yamhill County CASA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Less than 

30% of our annual budget comes from State funding.  We rely on the 

generosity of organizations, foundations, and private individuals to 
fund our advocacy work on behalf of abused and neglected children. 

Date  

Kids in 

Care 

Kids w/a 

CASA 

Active 

CASA   

Advocates  

% Kids    

w/a   

CASA 

June 2010  257  114 35 44% 

Nov 2012 228  129 51 57% 

Did You Know? 
 

§ To date in 2012, 44 cases involving 70 kids have 
been closed... 46 of those kids had a CASA! 

§ There are 99 children (57 cases) waiting for a 

CASA...7 of those are high priority (5 families) 

Want to become a CASA or do you have questions about CASA?   
Call or drop by the CASA office to ask Karen, Amy or Leisl. 
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