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A Change at the Top:  

Farewell to Amy  

 

After nearly five years at the helm of Yamhill County CASA, Executive Di-
ǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ !Ƴȅ .ƛǎǎƻƴƴŜǘǘŜ ǎǘŜǇǇŜŘ ŘƻǿƴΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлмоΦ   LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻǳƎƘ 
to pull this piece together because Amy was reluctant to claim any accom-
plishments so it was difficult for me to pin her down to talk about the things 
ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ǘŜƴǳǊŜΦ   

She credits much of the success to the work of past director, Michelle 
Cotner, and those who came before her to establish a program grounded in 
principles of professionalism and caring.    A program that recruited and re-
tained a strong volunteer corps that helped maintain the program during 
those early days of loss.  Here are some of the things she is proud of: 

§ Continuity of Service.  Amy was not all that long out of college and 
fairly new to her coordinator position when she was called to step 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ōȅ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜΩǎ ǳƴǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ  !Ƴȅ ƛǎ 
proud that we were able to keep the program providing services to 
ƪƛŘǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ !Ƴȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǎƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
also be credited with continuity of service as the program evolved 
into a program that moved from state funding to a more proactive 
model where fundraising provides more of the program operating 
capital.  

§ No loss of Volunteers.  Amy is proud that during this transition the 
volunteer corps remained loyal and continued the work of CASA 
while the program regrouped. The strength and work of our volun-
ǘŜŜǊ ŎƻǊǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ 

é.Amy was captured here with Judge Collins at her farewell bash.  

Continued on next page 

   

April is Child Abuse Awareness 

Month  

&  

This is Fundraising Season  

Mark your calendars now! 

 

   April 27τ 5th Annual CASA Auction 

McMinnville Grand Ballroom 
 

 

.   June 15τ 9th Annual CASA Classic 

Michelbook Country Club 

 

Sept 7τ Summerfest 2013 

Stoller Vineyards 
 

Check inside for more on the Auction and the Classic 

Or click the links above or visit www.yccasa.org 

http://www.yccasa.org/
https://yccasa.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/5thAnnualCASAAuction2013/tabid/447847/Default.aspx
http://yccasa.org/events
http://yccasa.org/events
http://yccasa.org/events


§ GrowthΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎƻǊǇǎΣ  ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ǊŜπ
tention numbers and we are still looking for ways to help volunteers deal with the emotional toll the work can extract and 
keep them engaged with CASA longer.   

§ PartnershipsΦ  !Ƴȅ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5I{ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ 
on hiring committees for DHS staff and that DHS staff have participated on hiring panels for CASA; Kevin Sharpsmith sat on 
the panel that interviewed Amy.  

§ Role in creation of the Oregon state CASA organization.  Amy was one of the coordinators that was key in defining and 
creating the Oregon CASA Network.  Not only did Amy help define the organization and the mission but she served as Sec-
ǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /!{! ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ hǊŜƎƻƴ /!{! ǇǊƻπ
grams. It  can serve as a collection point for corporate donors who want to support the program but want to give one do-
nation and have it disbursed to the local programs equitably. 

She will be missed and we are all sad to see her move on.   Thanks so much for the years of dedication, Amy.    

 

What Fundraising Means to Yamhill County CASA  

 
  

 On this and the next page, we have details about our largest annual fundraisers, the Auction and the Golf Tournament.  
The advent of spring is also the advent of fundraisers by schools and many other worthy non-profits.   The weather offers more 
sunshine and the earth begins to Bloom and Grow.   While Yamhill County has shown amazing heart and is tip-top at supporting, I 
ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻŀŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƎŜŀǊ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ŀǊŜ 
events that give you enjoyment and pleasure while we retrench to secure operating capital for the coming year. 
 
 Less than 20% of the funding to support Yamhill County CASA comes from state or government funding.   While each 
CASA is a volunteer, their work is supported by a staff who does recruiting, provides training, supports each CASA as his or her 
case takes a twist that enters a new area and requires the expertise our CASA Supervisors have acquired over their years of sup-
porting all the cases.  We do this with a combination of grant funding and fundraisers within our local community.   

 
We enjoy your support in whichever form you choose to give it.    

Thank you for supporting Yamhill County CASA. 

Please join CASA for an evening in support of Yamhill County kids  

The 5th Annual CASA Auction  

Saturday, April 27, 2013  

McMinnville Grand Ballroom, 6:30 p.m.  

Guests will be treated to a Tuscan dinner buffet catered by Harvest Fresh Market  
and 

enjoy the live jazz trombone of Jack Quinby 

Tickets are $65 per person  
available from www.yccasa.org/events or thru the office 503-434-6668 

Sponsore
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Sponsored by
 

http://oregoncasanetwork.org/index.cfm
http://harvestfresh.com/index.html
http://www.jackquinby.com/
https://yccasa.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/5thAnnualCASAAuction2013/Registration/tabid/454391/Default.aspx
http://www.cdtvineyard.com/
http://www.mcminnvillekiwanis.org/index.html


From the Directoré  
 What can we expect for CASA in the Coming Year? 
      The problem with having been editor of the CASAGRAM these last three years is that now I have to author my own introduc-
ǘƻǊȅ ǇƛŜŎŜΦ  LΩƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ōƛƻ ǘƘŜƴ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǘǳŦŦτa bit about what I hope to help CASA achieve. 

      I moved to McMinnville in 2007 and began volunteering as a CASA soon after so I have worked with CASA for most of my five 
plus years in McMinnville, serving ten children on six different cases.  I chose McMinnville after retiring from a career with Exxon-
Mobil in Dallas, Texas, as an IT project manager and analyst.  I worked as the ASPIRE Program Coordinator for McMinnville High 
School from 2009 until now, and I love working with teenagers so I expect to continue to volunteer with that program while taking 
on the challenges of managing the Yamhill County CASA program.   

      My  three daughters are spread all over the globe:  Sydney, Australia; Chamonix, France; and one right here in McMinnville 
teaching with Head Start.  I am an enthusiastic new grandmother with a nine month old grandson in France and a soon to be 
grandbaby expected in Sydney in the fall.  I love cooking, reading, knitting, and being a mom and grandma.    

      LΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ   I know that we have an effective, professional program 
and my overarching goal is to do what I can to see that we continue to meet those high standards and work to 
achieve our overall goal of a CASA for every child who needs one.  As I went through my own decision processes before 

applying for the position, I set a couple of goals and worked out a vision for what I would like to achieve in the position.  I ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ 

      Strengthen and support our Volunteer Corps.  We have an amazing group of volunteers that includes an 18 year veteran and 
our newly minted volunteer group from the January training.  As you can see from the Kids in Care stats, we need to grow our 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŎƻǊǇǎ ƛŦ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘΦ   ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ ōƻǘƘ ōȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ cur-
rent volunteer corps for longer periods.   Leisl and Karen have done some amazing things over the past couple of years to energize 
the training, pump up volunteer recognition and try innovative other ways to energize our volunteers.   We plan to continue that 
and continue to try new ways to bring energy to the volunteer corps.   Over the last two years with the CASAGRAM, I have moved 
away from volunteer features in each issue to concentrate on exploring the business of running CASA to give subscribers a 
ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎΦ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ƳŀƪŜ /!{! work 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ /!{!ǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ   Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻur 
successes with our volunteers.  While the work can be emotionally draining and does not always achieve an idyllic outcome, there 
are moments of great joy and great success.  Confidentiality is always an issue so the triumphs cannot always be shared publicly 
but I hope to find additional ways to remind our volunteers how we value them and their work.  Many of you may have noticed 
{ǘŜǾŜ 5ǳƛƴΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƛƴ The Oregonian ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ /!{! ǿƘƻ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŀ ǘŜŜƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƳΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
work for a CASA!. (Follow the link above or find us on Facebook to read the whole article) 

Strengthen our partnerships with our community partners.  One of the points of pride that Amy mentioned was the strong 
partnerships.  Not only am I new to the Director position, but we have new supervisors in key positions at DHS.   During the period 

when Diversity training was the big push in corporate America, my favorite quote from the posters was άbƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 
ŀǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ  I think that accurately summarizes how important it is to strengthen our community partnerships.  We will all be so 

much more effective as we all work together to achieve our goals for these vulnerable children.   

 Sincerely, 

Sarah Shipley  

 Food for Thought:  Want to help but not sure you want to be 
an advocate?  In my first week as Director, I met volunteer 
Patty Blue who no longer advocates but manages our CASA 
WŜǿŜƭǊȅ {ŀƭŜǎΦ  [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 
fit. 

  Want to Know More About Yamhill County CASA . We have 
revamped our website yccasa.org and will be adding new 
features.   

If you receive the CASAGRAM via email or read it on the web at http://
yccasa.org/newsletters, you can  follow  these links to  find out about becom-
ing a CASA,  or make a Donation   

   Follow Yamhill County CASA on Facebook  and on Twitter @YcCASA.                            

 

Email us   office@yccasa.org  ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ /!{!Dw!a Ǿƛŀ 
email.   

9th Annual CASA Classic 
June 15, 2013 

Michelbook Country Club 
 

   ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƎƻƭŦ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŀǘ aƛŎƘŜƭōƻƻƪ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƴŜǿ Ŧǳƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
gift bags, mulligans, course games, raffles and even the possi-
bility of winning a new car.   Registration is $90 per person 
and includes dinner catered by Michelbook.  To register and 
get additional details:    yccasa.org/events  

    
   

 Sponsored by: 
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http://yccasa.org/newsletters
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Return Service Requested  

The mission of Yamhill County CASA is to speak up for  abused 
and neglected children who are under the jurisdiction of the 
court.  Our philosophy is to provide quality advocacy for vic-
tims of abuse and neglect and to seek safe permanent homes 
for our kids as quickly as possible. 

Yamhill County CASA is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization.  Less than 

30% of our annual budget comes from State funding.  We rely on the 

generosity of organizations, foundations, and private individuals to 
fund our advocacy work on behalf of abused and neglected children. 

Want to become a CASA or do you have questions about CASA?   
Call or drop by the CASA office to ask Karen, Leisl or Sarah? 

 
Did You Know? 

§ We have a new Director 

§ There are 119 children (66 cases) waiting for a 
CASA 

§ Auction & Golf Tournament tickets are on sale 
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An Advocate for Every 
Child by 2020:  How We're 

Doing

Kids in Care

Kids w/a CASA

Date  Kids in Care 

Kids w/a 

CASA 

Active 

CASA Ad-

vocates 

% Kids 

w/a 

CASA 

Jun 2010  257  114 35 44% 

Mar 2013  241 122 50 51% 


